TEACHERS OF THE DECCAN
3. EKNATH
EKNATH was a Deshast Brahman and was born at
Paithan on the Godavari in A.D. 1548, This was
an important period in the history of Maharashtra.
The Bahmani empire had broken up into five smaller
kingdoms, all of which were at constant war with
each other. Eknath's great grandfather Bhanndas
had been a famous saint of Pandharpur and had
recovered from Anegundi the image of Vithoba,
taken there by King Krishnaraya of Vijayanagar.
Eknath's father Suryanarayan and his mother
Rukminibai died when Eknath was still a child and
he was brought up by his grandfather Chakrapani.
The latter was a pious old man who taught Eknath
to read and write and to understand the Vedas.
Inspired by his ancestor's example and Chakrapani's
teaching, Eknath formed the wish to be a saint like
Bhanudas. One day while in a temple, he heard
a voice tell him to go to Devgiri or Daulatabad and
become there the pupil of Janardan Swami.
This Janardan Swami was the minister of the
Barid Shahi king of Bedar. He was so saintly a
man that the Musulman king allowed him to take a
holiday every Thursday, so as to worship the god
Dattatraya, whom.he specially followed. EknatK
reached Daulatabad in a few days and found the
minister absorbed in official business. At first Janar-